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"Alabama and Mississippi: 'You have protected us in the time of our infancy and in the moment of great national peril against the inexorable Red-Sticks and their allies; you have compelled them to relinquish the possession of our lands, and ere long we shall strengthen into full manhood under the smiles of a beneficent Providence.'
"The whole Western country: 'You have preserved the great emporium of our vast commerce from the grasp of a powerful enemy; you have maintained for our use the free navigation of the Mississippi at the hazard of your life, health, and fortune.'
"The nation at large: 'You have given glory and renown to the arms of your country throughout the civilized world, and have taught the tyrants of the earth the salutary lesson that in the defense of their soil and independence freemen are invincible.'
"History will transmit these truths to generations yet unborn, and should the propositions on your table be adopted, we, the representatives of the people, subjoin: 'Yes, most noble and valorous Captain, you have achieved all this for your country; we bow down tinder the weight of the obligation which we owe you, and as some small testimonial of your claim to the confidence and consideration of your fellow-citizens, we, in their name, present you the following resolutions:
" 'Resolved, That you, Major General Andrew Jackson, have violated the Constitution which you have sworn to support, and disobeyed the orders of your superior, the Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States.
" 'Resolved, That you, Major General Andrew Jackson, have violated the laws of your country and the sacred principles of humanity, and thereby prostrated the national character in the trial and execution of Alexander Arbuth-not and Robert C. Ambrister for the trifling and unimpor-illity.'itish incendiary, should at the hour of midnight, when all nature is wrapt in darkness and repose, sound the infernal yell and enter thelegiance and becomes an outlaw and a pirate." the order of the 26th of December, 1817, and copies of the orders of General Gaines therein referred to; from a perusal of which you will perceive that the order to me has no reference to those prohibitory orders to General Gaines that you have referred to. "It will afford me pleasure to aid the Government in procuring any testimony that may be necessary to prove the several requi-riety as well as with the policy you have pointed out, of taking the heads of the departments from the four grand sections of the United States, where each section can afford a character of equal fitness; where that cannot be done, fitness and not locality ought to govern; the Executive being entitled to the best talents, when combined with other necessary qualifications, that the Union can afford.
